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ABSTRACT 

This Kids Count Factbook details county and statewide trends 
in the well-being of children in Oklahoma. The statistical portrait is based 
on seven indicators or benchmarks of child well-being: (1) low birthweight 

infants; (2) infant mortality; (3) births to young teens; (4) child abuse and 
neglect; (5) child and teen death; (6) high school dropouts; and (7) juvenile 
violent crime arrests. An overview presenting findings statewide indicates 
that, compared to data from the mid 1980s, current data show improvements in 
infant mortality, births to young teens, child deaths, high school dropouts, 
and juvenile violent crime arrests. However, there have been increases in the 
number of low birthweight infants and in child abuse and neglect cases since 
the mid 1980s, and 19 percent of Oklahoma children live in poverty. A special 
section of the Factbook focusing on the impact of welfare reform on Oklahoma 
children acknowledges the difficulty in separating the effects of welfare 
reform from those of the economy, and notes that the next challenge is to 
help families stay off welfare. The bulk of the Factbook is comprised of 
county profiles, in which data for each of the indicators are presented 
graphically. Concluding the Factbook are tips for understanding and using the 
data, explanations of methodology and data sources, and single tables 
compiling county data for each indicator. (Contains 35 references.) (KB) 
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Food insecurity, defined primarily as limited or leaving welfare who are left completely uninsured 

uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and — over forty percent ( 40 . 8 %) in Oklahoma. Only 
safe food, and hunger, defined as recurrent and one-fifth ( 22 . 4 %) of Oklahomans who left welfare are 
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and maintain self-sufficiency. In Oklahoma, job Others did not understand the requirements or take 

retention is particularly troubling. Both part-time and them seriously. Half suffer poor physicaJ or mental 

full-time workers from families that left TANF also health, making work difficult or impossible. One in 
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or suffer the consequences of this complex process. 2000. For those with court-ordered support, onl 

Collection of child support* supporting relative few received regular payments which averaged oi 

raising children receiving TANF, ensuring access $167.38 per child per month. 
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their children become ready for school, learn to get paying for part or all of the care of children up to Federal reauthorization could restrict or expand the 

along with others, be creative and feel good about age 13 while their parents work, attend school or type work requirements states could impose on 

themselves. receive training. Eligibility and the precise amount the parents of infants. On the other hand, expanded 

of benefits are based on each family’s income level. flexibility and funding would allow Oklahoma and 
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Bryan County Number ofChildren (2000): 9,066 Number of Poor Children (2000): 1,895 

County Seat: Durant Children are 24.8% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 21 .4% 
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Creek County Numbet of Children (2000): 18,432 Number of Poor Children (2000): 3.093 

County Seat: Sapulpa Children are 27.4% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 17.2% 
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Ellis County Number of Children (2000): 887 Number of Poor Children (2000): 173 

County Seat: Arnett Children are 21 .8% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 19.5% 
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Harmon County Number of Children (2000): 850 Number of Poor Children (2000): 307 

County Seat: Hollis Children are 25.9% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 38.2% 
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Jackson County Number of Children (2000): 8,308 Number of Poor Children (2000): 1,694 

County Seat: Altus Children are 29.2% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 20.7% 
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Latimer County Number of Children (2000): 2,752 Number of Poor Children (2000): 821 

County Seat: Wilburton Children are 25.7% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 30.7% 
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Mayes County Number of Children (2000): 10,199 Number of Poor Children (2000): 1,879 

County Seat: Pryor Children are 26.6% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 18.9% 



CM 



*"S 



U 



5 


o 

r«*. 




3 


eo 

g» 


Ok 

Ok 


n 

o* 

0 <t 


CO 

Ok 

Ok 


JS 


h*. 


t 




£ 


•A 


s 


-A 


1 


I 


a 

*e 


1 


I 


§ 


§ 


i 


s 




c* 




«o 




S' 






J 


5 






§ 


s 






eo 






5 








1 ■■; r * 




p 


k 


.... 




1 

' <-] 


L 













g 




5 


g 








“ 






CO 








do 


So 

V 


WD 

OO 

•e* 


eo 

"rr 

CO 


£ 

-© 


*tr 




r-* 


•S 3 


r 

ct 


JS 


»A 


CD 

c? 


•n 


,=I 




S 


Jr 


Cl 


"C»i 


-o' 


CO 

o 


GO 

C; 


o 

os 


o 


O 

of 

CTJ 


c©‘ 

•« 


lA 

nr 


o 

1*0 

<A 


C*m 
c— j 
ru 




s 


■c 

u 






V 

►£ 


O) 

o> 




J* 


O) 

cr 


Q 0 




•c 

o 




8 ? 

3 


J= 

1 


2 E 

c 


J£ 




O 


. p 


# *C 


t 5 


*5 



o& 



*S 






1 



s 

s 



ft : 



f 

o 

E 

03 



*2. 

C 



4 

* 

I 



.s 

1 

■ 

5 

I 

* 

K 

a 

8 

■ 

£> 



4 

I 

5 

3 



I 



I 



-I 

fc 

1 



a 



u 



J 1 



•;= § . 



1 

3 » 

iJ 

l§ 

i|. 

ill 



£2 S R 11 




= *8 f 0 ! "M S- 
!•= Is-gg 



g bE i ‘ 

■p — ■ 




o 

ERIC 




* 



o> 




o 

s? i 

l-K -o 

^ :e 

i-s 

g -B 




§ 

-6 




in 

ITi 



«« 



rt 



E 



u 

e 

o 



CO 



c 

a 

o 



U 



<N 

O 

o 

(N 

0 

o 

-O 

w 

u 



H 

Z 

D 

O 

u 

oo 

D 

s 

ce 

E 

o 

_c 

rt 

O 



Ell 








r 



Q) 



a) 




S 




JS *g 
g ‘B 
S £ 

is 









I 

c 



* 

§ 

e 



8 

■ 



D 

£ 



I 



& 

‘3 



-I 

I 

E 



<N 

O 

o 

tN 

O 

o 

-O 

w 

u 

rt 

U* 

H 

Z 

D 

O 

u 

on 

D 



rt 

6 

o 

JS 

rt 

3 

0 



H 



QQ 



I 

>“ 

El 

O 

o 

H* 

CO 

UJ 

m 



*5 § S T 



w_ £ 






a ^ o 



g o 

i S 




5 ^5 



6 * 

C 

3 

O 

U 



vs 

m 






Nowflta Cou nty Number of Children (2000): 2,756 Number of Poor Children (2000): 48 1 

County Scat: Nowata Children arc 26. 1% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 18.0% 
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Osage County Number of Children (2000): 11.725 Number of Poor Children (2000): 1,984 

County Seat: Pawhuska Children are 26.4% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 17.3% 
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Stephens County Number of Children (2000): 10,617 Number of Poor Children (2000): 2,023 

County Seat: Duncan Children are 24.6% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 19.3% 
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Tillman County Number of Children (2000): 2,484 Number of Poor Children (2000): 724 

County Seat: Frederick Children are 26.7% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 30.2% 
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Washita County Number of Children (2000): 3,022 Number of Poor Children (2000): 655 

County Scar Cordell Children are 26.3% of the county population Child Poverty Rate: 22.1% 
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t§j Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Factbook 2002 County Benchmarks 69 
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As a result, when Hispanic is considered to be a race, 1990, Summary Tape File 1A and Summary Tape File 2B; and Welfare Reform is used as the term for the federal policy 
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Number of Children Under Age 18: Total & Percent of All Ages 
# Number of Children & Youth Under Age 20: Developmental Age Ranges by Gender 

Child Population Oklahoma & Counties: 1980, 1990 and 2000 
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Number of Children Under Age 18: Total & Percent of All Ages 

Number of Children & Youth Under Age 20: Developmental Age Ranges by Gender 

Child Population Oklahoma & Counties: 1980, 1990 and 2000 
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Number and Percent of Children Living in Poverty 

Childhood Poverty Oklahoma & Counties, 1980 , 1990 & 2000 
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Three-Year Number dr Annual Average Number of Infants Bom Weighing Less than 5 112 Pounds 
Three- Year Percent of Infants Born Weighing Less than 5 1/2 Pounds 

Low Birth weight Infants Oklahoma & Counties : 1984 - 1986 & 1998 - 2000 
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Three-Year Number & Annual Average Number of Deaths per 1,000 Live Births 
Three-Year Rate of Deaths per 1,000 Live Births 
Infant Mortality Oklahoma & Counties: 1984 - 1986 dr 1998 - 2000 
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Three-Year Number & Annual Average Number of Births to Teens Age 15 through 17 
Three-Year Rate per 1,000 Female Teens Age 15 through 17 
Births to Young Teens , Oklahoma & Counties: 1984 - 1986 & 1998 - 2000 
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Three-Year Number & Annual Average Number of Confirmations Afier Investigation 
Three-Year Rate per 1 ,000 Children 

Child Abuse & Neglect Conf irmations Oklahoma & Counties: Fiscal Years 1984 - 1986 & 1998 - 2000 
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Three -Year Number and Annual Average Number of Youth (any age) Dropping Out of Any Grade 

Three-Year Number and Annual Average Number of Youth Under Age 19 Dropping Out of Nigh School (Grades 9 - 12) 

Three-Year High School Dropout Rate (Youth under age 19 dropping out of grades 9-12) 

High School Dropouts Oklahoma & Counties: School Years 1994/1995 through 1996/1997 & 1997/1998 through 1999/2000 
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Three-Year Number & Annual Average Number of Arrests of Youths Age 10 through 17 fir Violent Crimes 
Three-Year Rate per 100,000 Youths Age 10 through 17 

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests Oklahoma & Counties: 1990 - 1992 & 1998 - 2000 
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